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January 30, 2012

Edwards Aquifer Authority
1615 N St. Mary’s Street
San Antonio, Texas 78215

Transmitted via e-mail to Marc Friberg on January 30, 2012
Re: Proposed Aquifer Management Fee Increase
Dear Mr. Friberg,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, our members, and the fifty
member organizations of the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance, I
would like to express our support for the proposed aquifer
management fee increase to fund implementation of the Edwards
Aquifer Recovery Implementation Plan.

We realize that the increase in aquifer management fees is very
much needed in order to implement measures recommended in the
Habitat Conservation Plan of the Edwards Aquifer Recovery
Implementation Plan (EARIP), and to immediately address the
anticipated continued drought. We also, however, encourage you
to explore other options for funding the EARIP, including the
creation of a special district to collect ad valorem taxes, a regional
sales tax, the possibility of Aquifer Management Fee discounts for
improvements to infrastructure needed to promote water
conservation, tiered fee structures, and any other measures that
might equitably distribute the cost of the EARIP. We hope that
mechanisms to fund the EARIP long term will encourage
conservation of the Edwards Aquifer, as well as providing the
support for the plans devised by the EARIP.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments.
Sincerely,

Annalisa Peace

Executive Director






